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NEW SERIES. 


—— 


Vol. X. Carthage, Ohio, April 1, 1842, No. 4. 


VISIT TO THE EAST. 


After the wear and tare of a three-month’stour in the East, 
we are at length through the grace ot God safely restored to 
the bosom of our own family, and our congregation in Car- 


thage. 
* Many of the brethren, we have been made aware, feel a lively 
and deep interest in the results of our visit to the East, and > 


wait anxiously the account with which our present No., it is 
expected, will gratify their benevolent and brotherly wishes,— . 
Our narative, discoveries, reflections, and so forth, are mainly, 
we believe, embraced in what follows:— . 
Friday 10th Dec. 1841, left our own residence in Carthage, , 
for Baltimore; Saturday and Sunday, tarried in Cincinnati, 
where on the morning and in the evening of the first day we a 
addressed the brethren on ‘‘the hope of the gospel.”” Monday, 
entered our name on the books ot the packet, and the same 
day at neon, started for Wheeling, at which place, after being 


four days on the river, we arrived safe and in good spirits. | 


had roomed while upon the river with the Hon. J. J. Critten- 
den, tate Attorney General, and now a Senator of the U. 
S. for There seemed to be no religious men on board.— | 
They were a crowd of western merchants chiefly, who sough: | 


their pleasure atthe card table, and the back-gammon board. 
Mr. Crittenden, who is a good looking, plain, honest, decided, 


| 

capable personage, and my Seif spent the four days 
‘Ry chiefly in reading two capital volumes on the ‘*Phylosophy of 7 
History,’’ by F. Von Schlegel. 

Friday morning being snowy, and the passengers for the Eas: ie 


numerous, each stowed himself away in his respective seat in 
the stage the best and warmest wav he might, and late in the 
evening of the same dpy we all reached the foot of the Alle. 
ghennies, and began amidst asnow storm, to ascend the moun : 
tains. Our stage broke down, but without damage to the pas- t4 
eengers. Here I may just note that perhaps never was it be. 
fore the fortune of a poor Cliristian to be pent up in the same 
small space with an equal number of more immoral and irreli- 
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‘ gious persons than was the writer in this stage. They were 
utterly abominable, and we bore till patience ceased to bea. 
virtue. Lord Bacon says that ‘Certainly virtue is like precious 
odors, most fragrant when they areincensed orcrushed.’ We a 
felt ourself after a certain length of time “incensed or crush- 

ox ed,” or ashis Lordship means bruised and burnt by their guil- 

ae ty and Irreligious behaviour, and we could restrain the savour 


of our religion no longer. As the apostie commands, we re- 

proved them sharply; but In a tone and temper and measure go 
suited to the occasion as without giving offence, to leave them 
3 rather crest-fallen. Fain wou'd two or more of the oldest and = 
oe boldest of them have rebelled, but the hammer and fire and * 

flaming sword of the spirit of God, notimprudently nor unskill- 


tully applied, proved more than a match for their carnal courage, 

and the whole were ultimately subdued toobmutescence, Lords- 

day came on heavy with clouds and storms,and never perhaps, . 

although pent up in this den ef lions, did we enjoy a day of 3 


one, more tranquil meditation on divine things than we spent 

this stage. - Certainly, if aman may be rewarded for the perfor- 

ete mance of duty, We were, for every demonstration of respect : 

Bos was subsequentiy enjoyed by us which couid possib'y indicate | 

that these thoughtless men meant to honor our fidelity with 

their approbation. In spite-of stormsand other casualities by 

Pe: steam-boat, stace and steam-cars, we al! arrived safe in the city 

oe of Laltimore, early on Monday, 20th Deer., for which we had \ | | 

ve a thousand reasons to bless our good and gracious Ged. | 

i a4 Fromthe Exchange Hotel, we repaired to the hospitable dom- ! | 

We ecil of our brother in faith and spirit Alexander Reed; and cer- 

Pe tainly never was man by man or brother by brother received 

- in amanner more congenial with the spirit and precept of pri- = 

jes mitive christianity than we by him. ‘Simon,’ said our great 

und glorious Masterto certain rharisee, **lentered into thine 

e house, and thou gavest me no water for my feet—thou gavest 

meno kiss,” ete. Not sowith this man of God—this disciple 

Reve. of Christ. He embraced us, kissed us, and graciously washed sage 

Ree our feet. Before we commenced this journey we had campaign- i 

to ed it for a series of weeks tovether; had lifted from the bosom 

of the Ohio river, 20 converts ata time, withour own hands; 

ee and enieebled in body and exhausted in mind had seen a hun- 

Ae dred happy citizens born into the kingdom of our God, These 

with the difficulties of our journey up the river and over the 
mountains had well prepared us for appreciating the christian eg 
custom of washing of teet attended to on thisoccasion by our +54 
brother Reed. Our heart was touched. We thought we taw gl 
in the faith and manners of this disciple, both the principles and 
practice of our own dear Redeemer, and we made no effort to ‘ili 
restrain our tears. We were both silent, but we both wept. va | 
In the afternoon we had an introduction to the two o'her El» B 
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ders,—brethren Austen and Dungan, cum mullis aliis. Great 
indeed was the brotherly-kindness, tendered me by the elders 
of this dear congregation, net in word and courtesy alone, but 
in truth and in very deed; we felt at first what we learnt at 
last that we had a home in every heart and in every house of 
the rich and the poor together. 

Brother Austen however would admit of no denial, would 
allow us noaiternative, nor grant any other a preference in the 
rights of hospitality, so off he bore us in the most gracious 
manner to his own hap py and hospitable home. And never 
we trust wiitle memory “hel ids her seat, shail we forget the hap- 
py hours and blissful seasons of heaven y communion we en- 
joved with ail under this hospitable root. 

Here then our readers may contemplate us as being providen- 
tially seated down eastof the mountains in the monumental 


City anxious almost to paintulness to discern, if possible, that 


course of procedure which shots uid at once be distinguislied for 


wiedom a: “ vrudence, prove profita’ ie to the disciples , and 
hono: tothe cause of (rod : ALL i Ol hrist Jesus our Lo ‘d. 
Surely one may assume standing ona ground where the order 
of things he advocates, has been neither prosperous nor advanc- 
ed but barren and eds ard, the prey of its friends and the 
contempt of its: foes, a Weakness of leiter rather than a perfec- 


tion of spirit, fruititul in stions but cripty of im} provemelt, 


pregnant of strifesabout words to ne profit but | parre nof peace 
and righteousness and joy in the holy spirit, disp! aying in its 
general contour the very Opposite of the pertect ions of scrip- 


ture and suspected even by those who were engaged in promot- 
ing it; sot oattostrike out a course of c onduet and pursue it 
with succ which shail open up to the understanding o: 


the disciples a now way and mode of managing the divine bu- 
siness of our religion must be in the case, asthe reader may weil! 
conceive, an object atonce desirable and indispensable. 

The mind that shall see through acase must be analytic in its 
cast—imnirst have a taste for the elements of things and be able 
to perceive What preserves and what distrovs the balance of 
power in a system; so that when an adjustment is called for 
he may puthis hand to it with success, and his manipulations in 
the affair cain and not lose the end he labors for—lest the un- 
fortunate deflection trom the point of equipoise be not dimin- 
ished and overcome but increased and periected, ruin 
rather than the rectification of the system be the result of his 
efforts and travail inthe case. Buta nice eye and an Ingeni 
ous hand do not always go togetler; and a man may detecta di 
sease who siiall be very unequal to the medication of it. 

The cause of reformation has progressed tardily in the east—in 
Richmond, Baltimore, Philadelphia and New-York; and has 
been pricked and entangled in the thorny brakes of petty con- 
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tention and strifes of words which subvert the hearers and tend 
to more ungodlines without furthering the work of the Lord— 
the conversion of the world and the perfection of the church. 
To discover the causes of these evils therefore became 

in the first instance the major voint with us after we found 
ourself set down upon the ground where they had been op- 
perating. And to point out these causes to the disciples as the 
sources of conflicting opinions and irascible feeling became our 
second point. i 

There are four elements into which the christian religion 
may be resolved, the balancing of which tendeth to duty, peace 
and fruitfulness; these are as tollows: : | 

ist. Its system of doctrine, which may be called its creed, 
sometimes called its. faith, and comprehending every thing 
ranked under the head of knowledge. | 

2nd. It has its ritual or positive institutes as prayers, praises, 
reading, preaching, teaching, eXhortation, meditation, the 
Lord’s supper, baptism, the contribution, washing of feet and 
its salutation and other manners-and customs. | 

~Srd. It has its proper and peculiar spirit—the spirit of Christ, 
the holy spir't—God’s spirit sealing us visibly the people of God 
and being tousa joyful antepast of the eternal inheritance 
which is to be given to us at the appearing and kingdom of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. | 

4th., and lastly, it has what it éalls ‘‘a divine nature,” or 
‘‘behaviour becoming the gospel,’ or what we in these times 
style ‘‘character,’’ or what the scriptures themselves call ‘Per- 
fection” comprehending both our devotion to God, and our 
whole duty to man. 7 | 

Here then we have in an analytic form our holy religion, 
the divine institution which reformers are struggling to restore 
to its pristine simplicity, beauty, and fruittulnes; and which 
we ourself have now been engaged in for almost a quarter of a 
century, | 


Ist. Its creed. 

2d. Its Ritual, 
3rd. Its Spirit, 
4th. Its Character, 

Now itis, I judge, the partial apprehension of these matters, 
and an undue attachment to some one of them above the rest 
that mars or cracks and breaks the personal religion of many, 
and renders their profession of the gospel barren and unfruit- 
ful in society. It appears to me, then, that our eause in some 
instances has heretofore been burdened with numerous un- 
taught individuals who had contemplated our religion as a 
system of faith and of positive institutions, and who had 
strongly attached themselves to its creed and its ritual rather - 7 ; 
_ than its spirit and divine character, and so priding themselves i 

in correct knowledge rather than in a Spirit of love; and in ordi- | 
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nances rather than perfection of morals and manners, ‘had 
substituted faith for spirit and order for behaviour. Such 
people might therefore with propriety, in my humble judg- 
ment, have been styled fauwh and order christians; for touch- 
ing spirit and character they proved themselves shockingly de- 
fective—their spirit being Pharisaic in the extreme, and their 
character without the ornament of a single popular virtue, or 
private grace which is worse. They knew or seemed to know 
every thing, but effected nothing in honor of God, either by 
converting sinners, or pefecting saints, and so left the work of 
the Lord where they found it except in this that it had been 
stained by their conceits and contentions. These Pharisees 
verily imagined that wisdom lived and would die with them— 
they were ‘the people; and so they held-as such ever will hoid— 
the pious, the Godly among the Protestants, a perfect loathing. 
But we hazard the aflirmation that one Protestant with the 
spirit of Christ, and a benevolence becoming the. gospel, is 
worth a million of such professors in every thing that relates 
to the furtherance of Christianity and the best interests of society. 
Alas, forthe church whose members are distinguished only for 
their attachment to the creed and the ritual of cur religion 
without the amenities,charities, sympathies and public and pri- 
vate liberality, benevolence and philaathropy, which form the 
bone and sinew of the divine protession. 

Touching the spirit and behaviour of a professed follower of 
the meek and lowly Redeemer, nothing, weaver, can be more 
repugnant to them than self-conceit or spiritual pride. ‘The 
fruits of the spirit’are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle- 
ness, fidelity, meekness, temperance; against such there is no 
law.’’ And as for true cliristian character, if we would be ov 
tinguished for it, we must be careful to observe that its very firs 
element is self-denial, or the artof pleasing others, as the 
tle would say, ‘‘for their edification;’? and on this excellent 
principle should be founded, if a man would be eminent in his 
profession, an extensive and richivy adorned edifice of popular 
benevolence and private worth, that others seeing his good 
works may glorify his father*who isin heaven. The creed is 
not to be substituted for the spirit of christianity, nor attention 
to the.ordinances for the love of the brethren. 

In a word, the spirit and character of our religion ought 
never to be divorced from its creed and its ritual. I pledge 
myself that where a church preserves a proper balance among 
those elements she will notonly reap the fruitof her own vir- 
tue and prudence herself but the savour of her piety w.l! be 
felt by others also. In assemblies in which the creed and posi- 
tive institutions of Christianity are the fruit and essence, It al- 
most always happens that the preaching of the gospel either 
languishes in the hands of incompetent men, or is abandon-. 
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ed altogether, teaching degenerates into verbose and empty 
commentary, exhortation to a bable of words, and the sacred 
text becomes like a glass of wine diluted in a ferkin of water. 

‘‘In the beginning was the word.” ‘‘By faith we understand 
the world was framed by the word of God.’’ It was from the 
eloquence of God the heavens and the earth began. ‘God said, 
let there be light, and there was light.’’ It is intended also 


that his eloguence shall purify the world; and hence he has 


sent it abroad accordingly, upon the earth, commanding it to be 
preached among all nations for the obedience of faith. And 
as the present heavens and earth arose amid the lofty eloquence 
of his divine word, soare they by the same word reserved 
against the day of judgement and predition of ungodly men, 

when amid the grandeur and fiery emuipotence of the same 
eloquence they will. evanish like the baseless fabric of a vision 
and leavefnot a wreck behind. ‘There is nothing so elevating 
aS a pure ‘and exalted eloquence applied in temper and meas- 
ure to the wants and wishes of God’s people. But when the 
oratory of the house of God becomes depraved, and preaching, 
teaching and exhortation are thrown upon the hands of the 
least honorable, the least experienced, least learned and least 
competent of men and mortals, then the movement of morality 
and devotion in thechurch is retrograde and her use and adorn- 
ment to society lost. Itis morally impossible, says some one, 
a man should be truly eloquent. who knowingly conceals the 
truth. And I shall add here, itis equally impossible that a man 
should be successful,in the ends and intents of eloquence who | 
speaks not the truth in dove: for if ,anguage is the body and ~ 
truth the soul, surely love is the spirit of all true and eternal 
eloquencey To eloquence, the eloquence of the church or the 
word of God. we owe ai! royal gilts and kingly graces, all no- 
ble virtues and influences, divine sentiments and the pertfec- 
tions of character. It is liberty therefore rut into licenti-— 
ousness to compel or even invite or permit those to teach who 

cannot do it; or those to teach who are not teachers, and those to 
exhort who are not exhorters. The apostolic rule is ‘*He that 
teacheth on teaching; and he that exhorteth on exhortation,” 
Rom, 12 cb. 

The last two paragraphs are written chiefly to rebuke Jhese 
evils where they exist; but more particularly to enter my pro- 
test against the preposterous practice of making the church al! 
mouth; and thereupon urging the unlearned disciple against 
both grace and nature herself to speak, and to put both himself 
and others to shame in the church of God. 

With no partiality, therefore, for any of these great feat- 
ures of christianity; though perhaps with a decided preference 
for its spiritand behaviour over its faith and order, but yet hon- 
oring all of them as parts and parcels of our religion, and de-» 
siring to preserve each in its proper place, and employ the whr' : 
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of them for the good of the cause and the improvement of ihe 
disciples, we entered by the grace of God and at the desire 
of the brethren upon our Evangelical labors in Baltimore.— 


Tlfe course we pursued there harmonized in all things with the 


sentiments of the following paragraphs from a letter of this 
morning by one of the elders. 

‘‘T am convinced, says he, by experience and observation that 
the reformation has lost much by an overheated zeal for a strict 
ritual. This is good but not to be sought for at the hazard of refor- 
ination of heart and life. To what does the most apostolic order 
ainount, if meimbers cherish not pure affection, and -public 
aid private virtue in the church and in the world? An exhi- 
bition of the divine ordinances is truly good, and this reforma- 
tion has in a good degree recovered them from amid the rubbish 
under which they lay buried, but there is more to be accomplish- 
ed-in order te perfect the christian character, and cause the 
religion of Ged to shine forth with divine majesty and true 
glory. 


‘Your friends are a!l well in Baltimore. [hope you 
thia time in the bosom of your family. Asa humble member — 


of the christian kingdom I rejoice that I have had the satisfac- 
tion of seeingand hearing youin our city. I am sure the in- 


fluences of your teaching and christian example will long be» 


cherishedand imitated by the disciples of this place. I ack- 


nowledge that from your advice and example | have received a 


lesson which I trust will not prove ineffectual.” — 
If we have beea a staffor crook in the hand of the chief shep- 
herd to guide his people into enlarged pasture, that they might 
lay down peaceably by the gently a waters, we say his 
holy name be praised—be forever praised. May he grace his 
Saints with perfection and bless them with his peace.— 
May they vie with each other, not as the brier and the 
thistle, but as the vine and the olive, which shall bear the best 
fruit. 
The churchof St. Paul’s street, Baltimore, in which brethren 
Ausien, Dungan and Reed are overseers, has endeared herself 
to me by so many coneiderations of godliness, care for the cause 
of hergreat master, benevolence, philanthrophy, mutual charity, 
and the loveot all men, that perhaps [ ought not to trust myself 
in speaking ofher. butf will surpress the impassioned state- 
ments of affection, and confine myself to fact. The meeting 
house is situated in one of the most desirable parts of the city 
for a place of worship, and either from its seclusion, or style, 
or from those who meet in it, or from all these put together pos- 
sesseg a sweetness and sanctity which cannot fail to be felt by 
every one who enters it for worship. ‘ 
Touching the services, nothing could be attended to in great. 
er order It was manifest tome,oncommunion sea. 
sons, that the brethren had indeed come together to worship 
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God. There was ever on these occasions a peculiar grace rest- 
ing upon the assembly; they looked like a chosen portion of the 
race of man who had retreated into this beautiful little sanctua- 
ry far from the mortal cares of others and were here in 
this religious seclusion standing and worshiping in the pres- 
ence of God andthe Lamb. They kneel when praying. 

When praising everyindividual, man, woman, and child unites 
his voice to that of all the rest, and in every ordinance do the 
members put on the appearance of a worshiping assembly. 

Touching the elders, brother Austen’s gifts are directed more 
immediately tothe understanding and the higher feelings.— 
Never shall [ forget the manner in which the communion scene 
led on by this gitted brother, triumphed over my whole nature 
the first time 1 partook of the loaf with them. I believe every 
person in the house could have said with old Jacob, ‘this is 
none other than the house of God and the gate of heaven.”’ 
Bro. Austen’s voice, manners and attainments fit him admir- 
ably for the Evangelical office. | 

Bro. Dungan’s gifts affect the heart and the kindlier feelings 
of our nature. Full of scripture and full of good sense his 
plaintive voice pregnant with pious thought and godly edifying 
subdues all hearts and scatters thi:k in the feelings of the dis-— 
ciples the seeds of brotherly affection. See 

Bro. Reed is peculiarly a man of peace, and an admirer of 
the perfection of character. He goes for improvement, and 
stands on a oroad foundation. In the possession of the abun- 
dar.ce and riches of our religion himself, he teels he ean be 
very liberal in his judgement of others, and is atonce a lover 
of the brotherhood and of all good men. He presided the 
day before we left Baltimoreand I believe every soul felt not 
only the solemnity of the occasion but the influence of Bro. 
-Reed’stears and his pious and affectionate teaching. 

Besides these presidents of the assembly there are other gilt- 
ed persons belonging to the’ church, as brother Sweeney, whose 
gifts have made him exceedingly acceptable not only to the 
brethren but also to the world. bro. Henshall and others 
also labor inthe word. The sisters at our suggestion met to. 
make coats and garments for the poor. And the breghren 
will henceforth we trust be no wise fastidious in the practice 
of good, but will take a hand in greatand public benefactions re- 
lating to the purification and salvation of society and the 
world. 

Butthe church is not distinguished for internal peace alone; 
it is laboring to make itself useful to the city and to the 
country also. On the Lordsday ‘preceding my departure tor 
the west, a letter addressed to the church by a sister church 
acknowledged her obligations to the brethren not only for the 
gospel which had brought her into existence, but also for a 
meeting house which they had most benevolently built her, 


4 
i 
: 
A 
ost 
od 
4 
4 
> 
‘J 
a 7 % 
es 
q 
¢ 


OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 81 


chiefly out of their own bratherly liberality. The letter itself 
was perhaps as fine an exnression of grateful feeling to God 
and his people as was ever addressed to any society. These 
are the works that are well pleasing to God. These are the 
things that adorn a church, and are useful to mankind. 

We had various interviews with the brethren of the North St. 
Church also; all of whom treated us with the greatest possible 
affection and respect, attended our discourse, listeried to our 
instructions, and approved their Satisfaction and gratitude by 
every demonstration ot hospitality and brotherly Kindness. To 
all we snoke unreservedly of the faith and hope of the gospel: 


on the first and second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; on the _ 
conversion of the world, and the perfection of our own nature . 
by this holy redemption; and of the absolute necessity of ceas- a 


ing from our own works, as the apostle says, for the sake of | (ae 
the work of the Lord which he has set on footin the earth. — 
Most on both sides grieved for what -had appeared in print 
by any pen; we bade them be of good clieer; assured them 
that much of what iis written is like much of what is spoken 
but little heeded atthe time and seldom remembered alierwards; 
that God was good and would forgive his saints,’ only, as 
the Pealmist says, “let them not return again to folly.’ lt was 
especially gratifying to my feelings to perceive that no man in 
either of the churches was careful to say a word of the past, 

_- There was no whispering, no recrimination, but rather an anx- 
ious and manly promptitude to enter into the development of 
the christian religion which we had decided by the heip of the 
Lord and their prayers, to submit toall comers: many were the 
expressions of thanks we heard dropt, many the respecifu! sal- 
vations we received, and many the tears which were shed in 
the course of our sojourn among this unfortunate but dear and. 
pious people. On the evening before my departure for the 
west | attended by request in company with brother Reed the 
baptism of two persons in the North St. Meeting house. The 
elders and the principal men and ai! the brethren were present. 
After some moments of affectionate intercourse We bade each 
other a hearty farewell. I would observe in the close that this 
assembly also is struggling to do good in the field of Evangeli- 
cal labor, according to the abilities of herseveral eidersand the 
membership. 

Alas! alas! we need to be very pitiful and very courteous 
towards each other knowing that all of us are like sheep with- 
out a shepherd scattered upon the mountains in the cloudy and 
dark day. 

After we had been sometime in Baltimore, brother Taylor came 
on from Phiiadelphia, and brother James Henshall from Rich- 
mond, Virginia. Bro. Henshall having spoken tothe great com- 
fort of the brethren, proceeded to Philadelphia, where he per- 
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formed very acceptable service to the church. ‘iis is a most 
worthy and intelligent person, and a laborer that needeth not 
to be ashamed, right!y dividing the word of truth. In the hope 
that | should soon follow him, ha returned to Richmond; but 
my long stay in Philadelphia and New York made it impossible 
for meto gothither. Weshall, however, see the brethren there 
by and by, the Lord willing. 

Philade 


In a few days brother Austen, and brother Taylor after deliv- 


ering some very of 


the gospel, together with self, set outin the sream-car for Phila- 
delphia; where arrived in health and safety. Brother 
Austen acquitted himself with creat effec: here; seventeen 
persons were added by baptism; and against the time [ had re- 
turned from N. York the brethren had constructed a bantistry in 
the centre of their large meeting house, At my return two 
more were added and immersed inthe presence of a numerous 
congregation; and in aletter which Lreceived bejore | set out 
for the west, brother Tavlor says **Last evening we had the 
howee full (both the gallery and the body of the chapei) to wit- 
ness the immersion of afemale,2 very vaiuabie accession to our 
body. and wa have the certain Prosp ct of a number more. 
Bles or his goodness.’* The congregation in 
Philadelphia has two overseers, brethren Rowzee and Taylor, 
and isin excellent circumstances. Brother Rowzee has long 
nureed this chureh, and in his management has a'l the advanta- 
ges of experience and the very best character. 

As amark of their esteem for us, the church was pleased to 
present to their unworthy servant the works of Francis Bacon 
Lord Chaneellor of England, in a new edition with the hfe of 
the author, in three volumes, hy Basil Montagu Esq. 

Touching brother Tayior, if the brethren knew it, the cause 
has received one of its nob!est acquisitions in his person, ‘To 
anunsaliied character anda superior mind he adds the valuable 


quality ofa firat rate preaching and teaching talent. None knows 
vetter than he the connection between proposition and proof; 
and his gift covers more fields than one, for he possesses the 
powers of extiortation as well as tllose of teaching and preach. 
ings His scripture knowledge ‘excels that of ordinary laborers 
and his manners are generous and gentle as those of a child. 
We micht searchiour reformation through with the utmost care 
and not find afamily superior to his in ali those things which 
render human life desirable and admirable; but if any has fail- 
ed to appreciate this worthy person's abilities, designs and labors, 
then I say !et his ignorance be its own punishment, for I will 
not notice such anonehere. Bro. Taylor’s heart and the heart 
of the whole congregation is as the heart of one man in the 
work of the Lord; and prospects of success are indeed flatter- 
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ing inthe highest degree in Philadelphia. The hospitality we 
enjoyed in the family of brother Taylor we can never forge; 
and of their godly desire to further the work of the Lord both 
parentsand children have given to the congregation the most 
substantial proofs, for they are as literal as they are wealthy, 
qualities which do not often meetin the same family. With 


his present attainments and immense advantages in the city of 


Philade!phia bro. Taylor’s abilities are likely by the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to secure him the most desirable position as 
a cliristian pastor and preacher of the true gospel of Christ. 


New York. 


The brethren in New York have been very unfortunate. 
There are three partiesby whomorigina) christianity is profees- 
ediy taught. Ist. Theechurch of which Dre Barker and brother 
Munroe are Pastore. ane. The chureh in Green Street; and 
3d. A few disciples which during the past | year withdrew from 
| the church in Green Street. We spoke to all these meetings; 
| and had conversation with the principal men of them. But 

the eves of none of them are yt with sufficient steadfastness 

upon “ihe work of the Lerd’’—ithe conversion of the world. 
Dr. Darker, like his co-pastor, is a man of sincere piety and 
true pastoral care; but by those who have professed to be the 
advocates of **the ancielt order of things,” hisintentions have 
been misapprehended and his best feelings ineulte d. The Dr. 
is aman o} popular benevolemce; sper ds much time and prop- 
erty upon the poor of hie flock; Is a Director of the American 
Laptist bible Society, lends his aid to every truly good work 
Within his reach, and is a most cqmmendable character “vege 
with such as would degrade christian communiof into vulgar 
familiarity, and substitute for the good government of the few 
the anarchy of the many, and for the wholesome discipline 
of the New Testament the licentious liberties of a wild and 
sales mobocracy The doctor commenced a protracted meet- 
ing while we were in the city, and if he continues to keep his 
eye steadily fixed upon the work of the Lord, labor himselt, in- 
vite others to help him, and enlist on great Occasions, or as he 
has oppor unity, men eminent for their evangelical abilities, he 
will be of excellent benefit to the city, snd save many soule 
through Christ Jesus. We would say to this good man, Add 
to your commendable ideas of good order and wholesome disci- 
pline, a bold and hazardous enunciation of the original gospel, 
labor to convert every body; and if you have baptized oneof a 
hundred unconverted, remember you have saved the ninety 
nine, and may the Lord give you favor in all things. 

The chureh in Green St, is pretty much whatit was in Hub- 
barts Lane when I visited it twenty years ago, al the advan- 
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sages of the true gosple to the contrary notwithstanding. The 
number of disciples is very little augmented and the congrega- 
tion is small, saints and sinners—eonverted and unconverted 
being pent upin a room not larger than some dining halls. Bro 
Parmly trea'ed us with great courtesy and hospitality. The 
whole profession, however, wears the most strictured appear- 
ance, and is utterly unfruitful. A good Evangelist might, I 
veriiy think, accomplish in one year in New York, both in the 
way of conversion and organization, more than has been done 
by all parties put together during the last-fifteen years. It is 
evident that the whole cause has failen into incompetent hands. 
It is in no eminent degree prolific; it does not wear the ap- 
pearance of a cause intended to save mankind; there is no 
6tiring and marshalling of affairs as if the holders of these bless 
ings had decided upon waring with the world. 1 verily im- 
agined after the present great advocacy for immedciate obedi- 
ence to God had been instituted at the peril of all earthly 
ease and reputation, that its power and point and glory and 
Saving influences would be so manifest that every other per- 
son who had partaken of its benefit and perteived its excel- 
lence would like myself eccount all things but loss for the 
knowledge of it, and that in such cities as Richmond and Eal- 
timore, Philadelphia, Poston and New York, we should soon 
see the cause of man’s redemption plead on the most magnifi- 
cant scale by the grandest spirits of society—that the elo- 
quence of the true gospel, as much more noble than that of phi- 
losophy and politics as religion is nobler than nature and the 
church than society, would by the plainness of its proposition 
and the omnipotence of its proofs, the excellence of its privile- 
ges and dignity of its honors sweep away by the living voice 
as With a flood, the foundations of the sin-infected and 
sin-infecting sectarianism with which the profession of our 
religion in these cities is disgraced. Whatthen were my feel- 
ings of surprise and regret to see this great advocacy in the 
hands of those who after fifteen years experience and posses- 
sion of it had done nothing with it, were doing nothing and 
Were most likely to do nothing with it! We call not in question 
the personal piety of any manor any set of men gratuitously, 
but we aver that the cause of reformation in all these cities has 
falien far short of our most reasonable expectations. The great 
Lord Bacon says, ‘‘prosperity is the blessing of the old Testa- 
ment; adversity is the blessing of the new, which carrieth the 
greater benediction and the clearer revelation of God’s favour; 
the virtue of proenerity is temperance, the virtue of adversity 
i8 fortitude which in morals isthe more heroical virtue.” But 
where, we ask,in these cities, is their a courting or caring of 
adversity for the truth’s saket The irue gosp'e is aggressive 
in its nature, and its holders are intended to be aggres#ors up- 


Kis 
2 
* 
Ye 
7 
4 
4 
* 
f 
> 
uy 
4 
ud 
% 
~ 
4 
> 
oe 
*, 
Se 


| 


OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 85 


on society and sinners and sin, and are to suffer for it not in 
the enjoyment of it, but in the propagation of it.’ “If we die 
with him, we sha!l also live with him; if we suffer we shall 
also reign with him,’’ 2d Tim. 2c. It is not when we are 
in the meeting house, or in the bosom of our own family, or 
sitting atour own desk writing essays, that we suffer for 
Christ, but only when we attack sin and sinners, and sects 
and society ai the hazard of our life and reputation, and the 
loss of friénds and our living, and earthly comfort and personal 
azgrandizement. The editor of the Evangelist has seen 
this; that some chure! es and persons suffer not for the gospel 
but by it; and that their religion is the only thing on earth that 
distresses tiem. This is very generally the case with those 
who would enjoy it) wit hout st aflering the adversity and 
travailol propagating it. Putsneh folks should remember that 
the church is like Orplieus’s theatre in weren all beasts and 


birds assembled, and, forgetting the! Irsev eral appetites, some of 


prey, Some of game, some of quarre!, stood all sociably ‘together 
listening to airs and accords of the the sound of wh chno 
soone r ceased, or was drowned some louder noise, but every 
beast returned to hisown proper nature. So'when the sound 
of the gospel ceases in the church, or is drowned by some 
louder noise of debate, vain erquiry, unprofitable speculation, 
vis'onary theory, then enters in train, strife, tumult, sediiion, 
contentions, quarre!s, and ever man returns again to his own 
proper nature. The animal is substituted for the rational, the 
irrational for the spiritual, the demon for the angel, Belial for 
Christ, and the church becomes a den of lions instead of a fold 
of lambs, and wolves instead of sheep, ‘‘consumed one of 
another.’ | 

There ought a man of experience and extensive powers to 
lay hold of the east, who might by his talents and the elasticity 
of his address, cover the rich and the poor together, and spread 
himself a'ong the sea coast from Savannah to Halifax. 

We repeatedly visited the few peop'e who had for some rea- 
sons valid or invalid withdrawn from the Green street church, 
they appeared to us at least to be exceedingly docile, and very 
anxious for the furtherance of the gospel. In all these three 
meetings there are, | doubt not, excellent christians but they 
enjoy rather than propagate Christianity.or as Bacon mightsay, 
they seem to desire its enjoyment with the blessings of the 
Law, viz: prosperity, rather than with the blessings of the gos- 
pel, viz: adversity, and of course would prefer the negitive 
virtue of temperance to the heroic one of fortitude; like our 
modern millennialists who would reign here and suffer here- 
after; or as the old proverb goes, ‘‘a bird in the hand is worth 
two in the bush-”’ 

Having bid farewell to the brethren and to my dear uncle a 
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good staunch, inflexible, old democrat, who has been in the 
service of the United States 27 years,and is one of the most reli- 
gious men I ever knew, | Lo 

Here the brethren were just comp: letine thelr baptistry, £0 
after preaching again with bro. Taylor, we had the happiness 
of seeing him before a very respectable audiance baptize two 
more persons in the center of the chapel. The time now ar- 
rived for our return to Baltimore from which we had strayed 
five or six weeks. We gave them ten more days. All our 
joys were now renewed and encreased; oh, that all the dissi- 
ples would improve experience as the brethren in Ealtimore 
seem to have done!—that the same decency, order, bro'lerly- 
love, care for the work of the Lord and the good of! man, 
equally distinguished all the churches! How sha!! lL ever forget 
their tears, their affection, their humanity, their godliness, 
their zeal and the many “honors,” as Paul woul { would say, 
with which thev honored us? May the Lord bless them and 
keep them in all his ways: may the Almighty preserve them 
unspotted against the appearing and kingdom: of Jesus Christ 
his son: and to his great nanrve be all the praise. 

We now set out forthe West, meaning to take Pittsburgh on 
our Way, where we arrived alter traveling consec uti iV by 
Stage and steamboat anda journey of nine or twelve miles 
afoot through a wild snow storm and the worst possible reads. 

But the hospitalities of brother Church’s dear family soon 
banished the memory of al! past casualties and travai!. There 
are individuals in this world whose goodness is of so ubques- 
tionable a character as tomake it impossible for a man of fee ing 
to oppose anything to their wishes, and so here sgain | staid 
ten days more preacuing nine nights to the mort fla itiering 
audiences. A few were baptized as there had been a Aes the 
other places we had visited. On the 15th inst., we arrived, by 
the mercy of God, safe in Carthage, after having ost h out on 
his good work three months and five days. 

Thus have we given our readers a hasty sketch of our second 
visittothe East in twenty years. We shall now subjoin a few 


reflections and so dismiss the matter, 


REFLECTIONS. 
The East and the West. 


The eastern and western portions of the United States are 
united naturally by the connecting mountainous chain of the 
Alleghennies.§The reformation may be glanced at accordingly. 

In the east the progress of the true gospel has been slow, 
baren and unfruitful. In the west rapid, prolific and triumph- 
ant. Inthe east the disciples are few depressed and unsuccessful, 
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Tn the west they are numerous, victiorious and led on by the 
most eloquent and successful proclaimers which could be 
engaged in any popular cause. The number of breth- 
ren in Richmond, Baltimore, Philadelphia and New York, 
would pot perhaps amountin all.to six hundred while the 
church in Cincinnati alone contains almost an equal amount.— 
It has been said that the converts by the true gospel amounts 
to 150.000; be this as it may, the mass of the brethren are in 
the wes'. In the east from the top of the Alleghenies to the 
Bea-board, the country is utterly emptys While in the west 
they are found from the base of the mountains to the utmost 
limits of Missouri. There must bea reason for this. | 
Preachers and Periodicals. 


The two great stirring influences, and instruments of pro- 


rress in tiis reformation are first Preachers and afterwards 


Periodicals, for the gospel was alvocated viva voce in the first 


instanes,and in the‘second instance found its way into the ~~ 


periodicals. Lf we iook at the fortunes and success of the trae 
gospel ia the west, the state of things here afford, 1 judge, a 
very animated demonstration of the powers of the living voice, 
Over feeble dictation and s pecuiatl periodicals. Some 
One ity ‘inagine that periodicals have had avery principle hand 
In the sreat conversion and encrease of disciples in the west 
during these 15 yeirs pasi. If such will look to the east where 
no cine! evanzeliat has arisen and where periodicals have 
been lett to do their own work alone without the aid of the 
WV voice. he will poss DLV The east has 
enjaved the | nati of allour per odiea 3, the C. Baptist, Har- 
binger, Evan cel Advocate, Preacher, Me sssenger, Detector, 
c., &e., unacco nal nied by any eminent evangelist ior nine- 
teen years. They have aceomplished nothing either in the 
Way of conversion or organiztaion comparatively. It ts 
not tien forthe lick of periodical aid thatthe cause has not pro- 
gressed inthe East, but becanse periodicals are. unprolific a fig 
in tie work of the Lord, when compared to the living and al] 
conquering voice of the enlightened and industrious evangelist: 
Wie, therefore, the west affords usa lively and jovful de- 
monstration of the power and pro. ‘ifieness of the voice of the 
evangelist, (Christ’s servant)when impregnated and armed with 
the true gospel, the east with less brilliancy, but equal force 
demonstrates tousthe feebleness and untruitfulness of periodi- 
cal= {man’s creat.on) when left to operate alone. 

We have another case strikingly illustrative of the compari- 
tive merits of the living voice, when impregnated and armed 
with the true gospel, and periodicals. In the year 1823 the 
Christian Baptist put ina plea for general reformation; and 
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uy : operated alone during four years anterior to the introduction of 
et our present method of preaching and pleading the gospel; this 
a affords us another opportunity of contrasting preachers and 


periodicals, and of ascertaining their comparitive value. 
To understand the causes therefore which have retarded the 


: progress of reformation in the East we must look at those influ- 
| ences Which have been in operation tn the west; and as these 
| are principally, if not wholly, preachers and periodicals, we 
must :f we would understand the comparative value of them, 
f | look at them as they have operated alone and singly. Periodi- 


cals have their value and proper work notwithstanding, they 
generalize knowledge in the churches, they carry news, they 
report progress, are bod-men‘not builders,’ reporters not ora- 
tors, letter not spirit. Reformation could progress without. 
them but no. without preachers, and one Paul or Peter-like 
| evangelist is worth a thousand of the best of them. In all the 
) : work of the Lord, therefore, viz: the preaching of the gospel, 
the management of the world, the conversion of sinners; the 
planting of churches, the upbuilding of the saints, strengthing 
them when weak, correcting them when wrong, and pertecting 
them when detective the liv ing voice of the devoted, enlightened 
and eloquent servant of Christ is infinitely superior lo a peri- 
odical; and to the East at this moment one such person who 
€ould by his attainments and address and self denial scour the 
seaboard froni Bogton,te Richmond would be worth, and more 
than worth, ail ‘the periodicals and volurnmes of books and peri- 
odicals that have gone to the East in nineteen years. Such, at 
least, is our judgment—our humble judgment in the case. 


Faith and Order. 


; I have said of some persons who overlook the spiritual nature 

of | of our religion and have neither the spirit nor the character of 

Christians, that they may be called fuith-and-order men. Let 

not the reader i imagine howeve r, that | mean that such persons r 

are more correctand scriptural in their faith and order than other 

brethren, for | mean nosuch thing. They are in fact generally 

less correct, less scriptural; they sometimes do not believe in 

the holy spirit’s being given to believers, they sometimes do not ) 
believe in prayer, they are therelore seen at the moment of | 


prayer standing, not knee!ing, and gazing around apon all pres- 
ent as if they stood ina menagerie of wild beasts. While their | 
‘ notions of order extend to a Strict attention to the ritual of | 
Christianity their obedience may be said to be positive rather | 


than moral, and to be seen in ordinances rather than ina meek 
quiet spirit and a generous and loving behaviour towards all 
saints and all men. Alas for such Pharisaism; ‘the King- 
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dom of God is righteousness and peace and Joy in the Holy 
Spirit,” and pot in positive institutions merely. 
The practice of standing while praying j and of looking around 
On Ollie:s On such oceasidns, as We see done in Some congrega- 
lions, is very lovely and isdicates great want of devotion, 
destroys the worst) ig appearance of tie assem bly. We 
ough! earefally aod praye ‘rtully to fo'low him that leads in the 
2 holy ordinave: and say anen &e as we frel our heart affected 
and our desires struck out and eXpressed in his language. 


Spirit and Character. 


We have generally seen that those who are christians in their 
Bpirit and behaviour are at last most approved both by the breth.- 
ren aud the world; and th: reason of it bs this, they prefer the 
love ot tha brerhren to k iowle lore, aii good deeds to 
sitive Ordinances. They know that faithand a strong attach. 

*#pent to or without the spirit of Christ and perfection of 


be! maviour will avail nothing atlast. Toappear on the first day, 


of the Week in the assein of Saints, in if ‘se tin when sine 
ners themselves are almost asiamed-to be absent, but poor 
proof of asincereand godly regard for the canse of Clirtst, 


[In atvord our brethren are o: the Si th which 


ando the order wiielis intended to aid 


them as Cirstians. lt Sow behoves then by tie soir of Christ 

and a perfi ot iviour to prave thenyse yee Ci uristlans, 

But if st attac’) the: nse! ives to the former two and 

disregard the lat if they prefer order to s; pirit and 
behaviour, Jet them take hee, flesttiey be consumed o: of an- 

other, forin such asta‘e our godliness and virtue will be more 

sate in a Presbyterian, Methodist, or Daptist society than among 


them. 
Preaching and 


Preaching is designed forthe world; teaching forthe chureh; 
the Evangelistis to make war upon sirmmers; the Elder is tosow 
peace among the righteous. And asthe proverb has it “old 
men tor councit and young men for war,” so while the Elder 
must be an old manthe Ev angelist may be a young one. 

What then are the ends of both offices; and by what means 
are these ends attained? Tanswer—The end of the Evangelical 
| office is the converson ef sinners; and that of the Elder’s office 
ae is the perfection of the saints. The on» is the conversion of 
souls in the world; the other the care of souls in the church, 
~ Accordingly the things which come under the cognizance of 
the Elder are teaching, exhortation, discipline, order, govern- 
ment and finance; these however are but a means of which 
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erfection is the end; and that they mav attain their end the 
Elder’ ’s duty is unquestionably to see that they are attended to 
in the church by grave, pious, reputable and capable brethren, 
seniors in the congregation. The irresponsible pesidents which 
are so numerousin our chirches are not officers of the N. Tes- 
tamentchurch, but a very questionable expedient and sometimes 
a dangerous subs stitute for the Christian bishops to whom Christ 
has committed the care of souls. 

The gospel is aggressive in its nature: and if the elder is a 
man of peace, the evangelist.isa man of war. He must over- 
come the world peaceably, if he can; forcibly, if he must; but 
he must triumph through Christ in every p! ace, if he s! hould, 
even like Paul, ‘‘turn the world upside down.” As the elder 
is to do every thing in the church with the old converts for the 
perfection of the body; so the evangelist musi do every thing 
outof the chureh with the new converts for the conversion of 
the world, and appoint them to a reasonable labor in the work 
and the word of salvation in order that neither the old in the 
church nor the new outot itmay beunfruitful. In a word, the 
Evangelist by a judicious use of both male and female converts 
ought to prove by fact what Christ has declared in word, that 
who believes and is baptize: isha!ll be saved.” The E ldec 
labors in one field; the Evangelistin another; the former in the 
church, the latter in the. world; the first with saints,the Jast 
With sinners; and therefore if any one objects to pious female 
converts assisting in the gospe! , We answer that although Paul 
forbade them to labor in the churehas speakers and teachers, vet 
he did not exclude them fro: a laboring inthe gospel out of the 
church or when the evangelist labors with the world in the 
preaching of the gospel, but he did actually employ them him- 
self, and says to the brethren at Cerinth, ‘Help those holy wo- 
men who labored with me in the gospel.””’ Devout Women may 
therefore scripturally be e mploved by the Evangelist as aids in 
his endeavours to turn the world to God. 

Finaliy it devolves upon those who are in possession of the 
true gospel to awake and plead it on a much more popular scale 
than they have heretofore done; and to engage in the work of 
the Lord allthe influences within their reach, both male and 
female. Secongenial is the gospel to the necessities of our na- 
ture that the people on the day of Pentecost were prepared for 
the reception of it by a fit of amazement—*‘they were all ama- 
zed.”’, And the Jailor was made ready for it by terror: while 
Paul received itin afitof alarm. Thethief upon the cross in 
his dying agonies, and Peterin unbounded fear and astonish- 
ment. ‘*Departirom me for [am asinful man, O Lord!” We 
have not yet ascended into the glorious freedom of the apostles 
in our views of evangelizing. The fetters of modera partyism 
are still upon usall. We fear the people have not been elected! 
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have spoken only after mature deliberation upon the state of 


tainments and established character,—the other might be secon 


given it as our opinion that the progress of the cause in the for- 
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or that they may obey before they are ready, as if there could 
be a time when to disobey God could bea duty. Or we imagine 
they are sufficiently enlightened, or that they mav fall away if 
we should receive them, &c. 


Conclusion. 


We are now come to the conslusion of our narative, observa- 
tions and reflections. Where we could approve we have approv- 
ed, where we could not approve we have not condemned. We 
have stated our kind reception: by the brethren at Baltimore, 
and the views of the present promising condition of the cause 
there. Wehave given our readers reason aléo to cherish the 
best hopes of things in Philadélphia. And of New York we 


things as it displayed itself before us, and as it was deseribed 
tous by those who had arightto know it. The piety and 
brotherly affection of the persons composing the three little 
parties we do not for a moment question, but we are irresis- 
tably constrained to say that they appeared tous like a people. 
who desired to enjoy themselves what was intended for.man- 
kind rather than a Self denying body, who had decided upon 
giving the true gosple to the world atthe hazard of their own 
personal ease and comfort. New York, Philadelpnia, Baltimore. 
and Richmond should concur for the present in the support of 
two Evangelists,—one of them eminent for his Evangelical at- 


dary in his talents and attainments, This alone will bring the 
cause up in the East; the living voice is what is wanted there. 
We have taken the difference between the knowledge and 
positive institutions, the spirit and the character of our religion, 
and have charitably resolved some errors into a misapprehen- 
sion on the part of unlearned persons of the comparative value 
of these elements, and their undue attachment to one or more 
of them above the rest: We have touched upon the great dis- 
parity of thingsin the East andin the West, and have candidly 


mer portion of these States has been retarded not more by any 
thing than the want or absence there of the experienced preache 
er of the gospei. 
We have lived long enough to witness the progress of reform’ 
in America, in all degrees of itsdevelopment. We have learnt 
by our own experience and that of others, what can be done 
in reformation by evangelists not armed and equiped with 
the true gospel; we have seen also what periodicals can ac- 
complish when left by themseives without the aid of Evangel- 
ists; and we have learned finally what the Evangelist can ac- 
complish by himself when strengthened by the true gospel irre- 
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Bpective of periodicals. We have taken the difference between 
the one and the other and pointed to the East and West as af- 
fording animated iilusitrations of the comparitive value of both. 
And we hazard again the asser.ion that two competent Evan- 
gelists would at this orany other time be of greater Importance 
to the East in disabusing the public mind, delivering men trom 
partyism, CONVeTting Sinners io Giod, planth churches, Caus- 
ing people toread the Seriptures and in correcting the errors of 
the churches and exaliiig the Whole state and condiiion of our 
cause there, thay all the books and periodicals which have gone 
thither for nineteen vears. Let the brethren therefore look well 
tothe Bvangelical office, tor there are the powers of the gospel 
both aggressive and progressive deposited by the great head of 
the church our blessed Redeemer the Lord Jesus Clirist, 

Finaly we have gianced at faith and order, spirit and charace 
ter, teaching and preaching: all whieh is respectively suabmit- 
ed that the discip'es may promote to public stations individuals 
of Consideration avd management who shallatonce cherish 9 
pastoral regard for ile and advanee the gospe leither 
by preaching it th mseives, or by procuring, employing and re- 

Warding othersto doit, Supecior talents and eXalted sanctity 
should characterize the officers of Christ, and respect and 
love shoud exclude pride and jealousy. Contempt of seniors 
iSagreat sil. 

If when exalted and useful talent appears in the church, we 
desp se itjand preter to the successiu! operation of the tew gift- 
ed, the popular exerc se of the talents of the many who are 
Not gitted, envy, jealousy and discofhtent will take the place of 
respect, love and peace, id the body be severed into tra: 
Weak overseers have oven suffered their personal quarre|s to 
destroy their general influence; and individual ¢i-order has dis- 
gusted them with the whole flock. They have sit over the 
house of God to be pleased rather than p' lease; and have edu- 
cated the brethren in taith and order rather than ia spirit and 
behaviour, and so their lessons have taken effect upon the un- 
derstanding rather than the heart, and on the mind rather than 
on the behaviour, and the whole resulted in correct knowledge 
rather than charitable works and deeds of poyu'ar and private 
benevolence. ‘Theirembicility in many instances in the West 
and perhaps in some instanecrsin the East, has caused individ- 
uals to doubt all authority in the church together and to embrace 
awild mobocracy. These religious mobocrats have thought it 
remained with them to say whether the church should or should 
not have Pastors; and whether these pastors should or should 
not lave authority in the church. In reference to the first of 
these errors, we say the great head of the church has not left 
it for us to say whether there shall be pastors. He has created 
she pastorial office, and left us to fill it with suitable pespone for 


AY 
¥ 
| ‘ 
wif 
wt 4 
} 
> 
4 
4 
4 > ¥ 
~ 
> 
& 
‘ 
be 
& 
4 
* 
A 
- 
& 
>a 
» 
¢. 
« 
& 
¥ > 
Ki 
< 
x 
Fi 
= 
d 
~ 
2 
a 
A 
“es 
a 
af 
ore 
ae 
tr 


OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 93 


the good and safety of all the saints. Touching the second 
the church is in possession of noauthority to confer on pastors. 
He who created the office, clothed it with certain dignity and 
duty, and to this dignity and this duty the chureh mus ‘oppetnt 
or re-appoint, and this isall she can dolawfuily. Irresponsible 
presidents are not officers of Christ. His officers are responsi- 
be to him for his saints, and watch for their sou's as those who 
must give an acconnt, 

We conclude by declaring that never did we pass three months 
with greater profit to ourself or seemingly greater pleasure of 
others. The brethren of Baltimore with their excellent, pious 
and devoted Eldership after every demonstration of personal 
benevolence, consideration and brotherly affection, could not 
let us depart until they had addressed to the church at C: irthage 
an epistle expitssive of their gratitude, and commendatory ‘of 
our course among them. We have requested of the Clerk an 
abstract of the same and insertit here tor the owe of our read- 
ers to aseure themon the test: nony of the brethren that we Spa- 
red no pans to ad vance the cause and the comfort of the dis- 
ciples, 


To the Saiats and Faithful Brethren in Christ Jesus, at Car- 
thage, Ohio, the Congregation of Baltimore wisheth peace. 


Breruren:~—The bearer being aboutto return home, we con- 
ceive it dueto himand to you, agreeal ly lo pr imiuve custom, to 
give hima letterot co mmendation. Weshould be wanting in 
the courtesy, gratitude and affection of the gospel did we fail 
to testily our appro mtion of the course pursued hv our brother 
since he came anong us. His deporment, zeal, piety and de- 
votion are to be tngh!y commended inasmach as they have ex- 
erted asanetitving influence upon -all who have become ac- 
quainted with him here, and we have the testimony of brethren 
in Philadelphia and New York to the sane amounts. 

‘His affectionate, lucid and venerable manner of presenting 
the truth has commended uself to all wholeard bim, and been 
very instrumental in disabasing the public mind of certain 
prejudices and errors in relerence to sone we believe and 
practice occasioned by the unskilta!l and Injudicious manner 
of sore unwise though honest advocates. 

aldresse< to the brethren have exerted a Wrst 
influence in awaking them tothat perfection of spirit and char- 
acter by which we must enter the kingdom of God. 

“And now we do most cordially commend him to your regard 
&e. praying &e. 

Signed tn behalf of the church. 
Avex. Reep. 
(;EORGE AUSTEN. Elders. 
Francis Duncan. 
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Thus have we submitted to our readers an account of our 
second visit tothe East. And now may grace, mercy and peace 
from God and from Jesus Christ our Lord rest with all the bro- 
therhood. Ww. & 


PLEA FOR THE “EVANGELIST.” 


Brethren, the apost'e Panl in the course of his ministry, for 
Various reasons, both ponutar and cons'rained 
occasionally to magnily both bia offic: and labors. lle asks, am 
I notan a; posties llave seen the Lord! And wilere per- 
sons thor: thi ives fis superiors bec ley lad had the 
fortune to reap the benefits of his labors Corinth, ere ls 
the brethren both of ‘bia apostolic dignity, his rights and 
also of his personal suilecing invbeball of the When 
writing tothe Romans he docs the same and concludes by sta- 
ting what th 2 Gord hal done by himin making the Gentiles 
obedient to the faith, and that **irom Jerusalem about to 


Iiivyracum preacued Gospel Of Uirist. [n 
tions and pers as atfording tothe breihrena proot boh oot the 


truth of the land of bis own s preie it. 

Peter himself thought it not un MOOTRAIN ln order to give 
Weight and dignity to his juagementia the counesd at Jerusalem 
to remind presenatot WhatGrod had done by Ihma very while 
ago: **Men and brethren,” said he,**vou know low thata good 
whiie ago, (rod made choice among us that the gentiles by my 
mouth should hear the word ofthe gosp-l and belteve 

[fthen, brethren, these great ministers of Crist did on par- 
ticular occasions and for religions p iP poses remiad the disciples 
of the great things which Gol did by them in estabishing the 
gospel shall it be deemed impertinent in those whose names 
and labors are identilied with the earliestand dearest Interests 
of this reformation if they reier to tie things which God did he 
thema good while agoin the gospel! ‘The holy Sprit las 
ed usin the book of the Acts that honor shall be awarded to 
him to whom honor is due; and he has aceordiagly very partie. 
Wiariy sthe names of each of those ‘rsons bv. whom 


Wes were done: Peter is recorded as the person by 
whom the Jews and the jentives first heard the word of salva- 
tion Paul as the great apostie of the Gentile world. Stephen 

the most celebrated « ye seven and the first martyr for 
Christianity James as s‘ain with a sword, Tie Chureh at 
Jerusalem was planted by the apostles. That of Samaria by 
Philip. Thatof Antioch by the brethren of the dispersion, and 
that of Corinth &c. &c. by Paul. But no. oniy the time, place 
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and person when, where and by whom churches were planted 
are recorded, but even the number of the converts in several 
Instances is given. All which goes to show that the Spirit of 
God neither anticipated danger to the cause nor to his worthy 
servants, from the tact of recording their exalted services, per- 
severence and sufferings in bebe lt of Christianity. 

Thatthe churches which desire it may enjoy the benefit of 
our experience we are anxious the Evangelist should be sup- 
ported by a decentand becoming subscription. Need we then 
for this purpose remind the brethren of what the Lord has done 
by us ‘a good while ago!” When the voice of all-impartial his- 
tory shall have pe kenon the subject of this reformation; when 
she shall have collec'ed her materials and ibuted them in 
truth; w hen she shall have ciassified all ber e ents, facts, ac- 
tions and discoveries eccording to lier jaws ot times, places, per- 
sons and other circumstances will it be recorded to the shame 
of the editor that almost a quarter of acentury ago he fat down 
on thisside of the Ailegheniy mountains with only one acquain- 
tance of an vy eminence, and uursed on the banks of the Mon- 
ongaheia one of the one or two germs of reformation wlLich at 
that early date budded in the West! 

Were history to say by whom the first regular series of print- 
ed essays in the west lor a return to origi nal christianty was 
Written, or by whom it was that the Great Master hewed out 
the old path inthe gospel which had been untrodden by his 
professed ministers for many preceding generations; or by whom 
the first churches and first fruits of this reformation were gath- 
ered and drawn out of the bosomof the Paptist church on to 
ground where original christianity cou'd be enjoyed in. peace 
and propagated with fredem, would there be nothing of factor 
suffering or one ‘r consideration in her record worthy of being 
adduced asa p| ea why he brethren should Support the Evan- 
gelist! We think there would. 

There are three prule ssions in society which have ever been 
regarded as being more than ustally honorable, viz: the Physi- 
cian, the Academician or school teacher, and the Preacher or 
Evangelist. The Physician takes care of the bedy, and the 
obj: “a of his science is to ascertain the relation of the living 
powers to each other and to the external world in the matters 
of disease and remedy. The Academician takes care of the 
mind, and the objectot his science is to ascertain mental phenom- 
ena and nurture youth with relation tohumansociety. But the 
Evangelist takes care of both the mind and body and the object 
of his science is to ascertain the relation of human beings in spir- 
it and person to both the creature and the Crestor—both to this 
life and to that which is to come. He is a gift from Christ to. 
men. It issaid that when Christ **ascended on high he gave gifts 
tome.” The Evangelist was one of them; and while he aii 
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to the church apostles, prophets, teachers &c., to the world he 
gave the Evangelist. Physicians and Academicians are local 
in their profession, but the field of the Evangelist isthe world. 
He is Christ’s gitt to men. | His office is of divine origin. He 
fills therefore, the most honorable office—an office em! racing the 
most extensive interests upon earth-interests involving both time 
andeternity. Putstill religious Journa’s have their uses——they 
carry news tothe disciples; they tend to generalize knowledge 
among thern; they correct misreprese tations; they anower 
questions; they remove objections; and inculeate piety and 


virtue to the extent of their circulation upon all the disciples. 


These are the just boundaries of a religions abi gp 
sphere and limits of its useluiness in reformation; the vo? e, 
the living voice of thé heaven Originating Evangelist, must do 
the rest, 

Tie readers of the Eva: igeliet are aware that our pages have 
not been occupied with trifles and~ vain speculations. They 
know that we have ever labored to ascertain the relations of 
things in our religion, to point out the faith and hope of the 
gospel, the conversion of the world and the perfection of the 
chureb, and the relations which these grand catagories bear 
toeach other in christianity; and although there is not the 
slightest ground for self-gratulation on the subject yet we 
have sufficient data before our eves to assure us that ** Perfec- 
tion of Character” is every where among the trethren becom- 
ing a popular topic; and it is likely thatin the providence of God 


the subject of our perfectability will by and by be no tess valued 


as atopic of instruction by teachers than our converlability is 
already by preachers. 

Now, let the brethren recollect, that in supporting the Evan- 
gelist, they not only aid us in our editorial duties, but they as- 
gist us in our desires of extending the benefit of our personal 
experience to different points of the reformation. ‘The breth- 
ren in Ohio at least ought to su pport the Evangelist. Itis now 
the only reformation periodical in the State. Have the Ohioens 
ng State feelings on thie subject, They differ surpriseingly from 
their brethren in Kentucky if they have not. There are other 
ee ae Harbinger, the Messenger, the F. Library, the 


Israelite &c. which are doubiless much more meritorious than 


ours and we earnestly desire to see them all supported, but still 
we love contemplation as well as action, and desire to write as 


well as speak, and so we request each of our subscribers to en- 


crease our jist by obtaining for us one additional name. 


W.S. 
Letters and other articles on hand in our next. 
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have just purehas#ed of bro. W. P. Saunders a copy of Join 
MeArthur’s Map of the ancient Worid. As a whole the conception 
haut ie grand. It is executed with artisi-like tase, and we presume, — 
With geographical fidelity. Mr. Me Arthur is Professor of Greek 
titeraturg in the Miami University, Oxiord, O., and his mapis 
to illustrate Classical and Sacred history: to this we think is well 
Ceara! adapted: Families, Schools and Academies wilidoubtiess experience — 
init an excellent auxilliary io the study of both. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ae. Brother Ephraim A. Smith desires to ascertain the present resi-. 
dence of Elder James E. Matthews, formerly of Bartons, Alabama, 
Information received ai this office. W.S. + 


- We hope shortly \to print a Prospecius of the Evangelist. Will: 
| the brethren aid us ii our effort 10 Kee p in the field of pubiic labor! 
Wirere are the thousands of the Western Keserve! Where arethe 
prethren ef Obiol Have they no State feelings in thismatter!? have 
- g@hready told them that the- noblest of our Evangeljsis have leit Ohio. 
and gone other States. Joshua Swallow, an of charac- 
ter and-atainment writes as tellows: **Within the last year i have 
travelled above four thousand miles, have spoken many sermons,and 
* hawe witnessed the immersion oi above one hundred persops, and~ 

‘the addition to the cause of many who had already been immersed, — 
 ‘Phis however ts little compared with whati coula wish wdo.- We 
have not one proclaimer guyporied in the field north of Wilmington. 
iniend to leave siate in two or three months forthe lowa 


. wilfsoon be without one efficient advocate of the true 
pel, Others: have been consulting me of the propriety of moving  ~ 2g 
away to other States, and some personally known to us are indeed 
'. preparing © be gone. ibe breinren we tear are not looking to the a 

cause as it respecis their own siate. 1! thereis notone laborersup- a 
| ported. north of Wilmington, surely there is not one south.of jt; and) 
‘: thus from the Ohio to the lakes there is not in the west of the,state . 4 
one laborer supported as a popular Evangelist. ‘There are two or 
‘Maree ministeriug (0 panicular churches and this isail. Now 
brethren ought to concentrate tliéingjorces. Call a general meeting 
at some favorable point; see what cold: be.done in the Way of evan- 
 gelizing; and lend their voice in support of their periodical, **The 
Evangelist,” Union is Strength; by a general meeting we should 
asceriain what were our resources in eloquence, writing, and in 
ae Money; and by a judicious uge of the means which God has putin a 
«+ OUF possession we might succeed in retaining in the state the per- . 


4 _. S0ns on whose gilis we must know we are dependant ior the spreac. 
of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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